
PROFILES OF TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Part 4: The Centrality of Death (b)



Introduction

In our last lecture, we examined Francis Schaeffer’s thesis, that one of
the basic considerations of true spirituality is that it has a “very sharp
negative” component. “It is,” as he says, “a negative of saying no
toward the dominance of things and of self.” The Apostle Paul assured
us that “our old self was crucified with Him” (Rom. 6:6), and he made
the personal claim: “I am crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20). These ideas
are foundationally based on the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
Having examined a universally acceptable symbol for Christianity (the
cross), the centrality of the death of Christ, the necessity of the
atonement, and the need for a mediator, we noted that many stumble
over the concept because “it humiliates man to the utmost” (Brunner).
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Introduction

The Christian worldview begins with the truth of God’s infallible Word, 
which makes the following claims:
1. Without a mediator, we are helpless, ungodly, sinners, and enemies 

of God (Rom. 5:6-10) – and without hope. 
2. We are not righteous in ourselves, but must be made righteous. We 

must have the righteousness of Christ imputed to us in order to be 
in a right relationship with God (II Cor. 5:21).

3. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on a Roman cross in our stead, fully 
satisfied the demands of the Law and the justice of His Father, 
reconciled us to God, and gave us the free gift of eternal life.  
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Introduction

The question before us now is this: Is biblical religion irreducibly 
mediatorial in both testaments? Do the Old and New Testaments teach 
that Jesus atoned for our sins once for all? These are the questions that 
we will consider in this lecture. 
And, so, knowing the expansiveness of our topic and our great need for 
wisdom and insight, I begin with Paul’s prayer to the Ephesians:
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may 
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of 
His power toward us who believe (Eph. 1:18-19).  
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Five Key Questions

1. What is the connection between the past and the present in God’s 
economy (the method of divine government in the world)?

2. What does the Old Testament have to do with the New?
3. Does the Old Testament anticipate the future? If so, how?
4. Is it beneficial for us to search out the fundamental principles that 

are presented in the whole of Scripture?
5. How would our understanding of the atonement of Christ be 

deepened by a careful examination of the Old and New 
Testaments?



Introducing Typology

“In typology the interpreter finds a correspondence in one or more 
respects between a person, event, or thing in the Old Testament and a 
person, event, or thing closer to or contemporaneous with a New 
Testament writer. It is this correspondence that determines the 
meaning in the Old Testament narrative that is stressed by a later 
speaker or writer. The correspondence is present because God controls 
history, and this control of God over history is axiomatic with the New 
Testament writers. It is God who causes earlier individuals, groups, 
experiences, institutions, etc., to embody characteristics which later he 
will cause to reappear” (Berkeley Mickelsen).
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Illustration

• “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a 
fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and 
everyone who is bitten, when he sees 
it, shall live. So Moses made a bronze 
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a 
serpent bit anyone, he would look at 
the bronze serpent and live’” 
(Numbers 21:8-9).

• “And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up; that 
whoever believes may in Him have 
eternal life” (John 3:14-15).

Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel



Type and Antitype

• Type: “specifically in Theology, a person, object, or event of Old 
Testament history, prefiguring some person or thing revealed in the 
new dispensation; correlative to antitype” (OED).

• In the character, action, or institution which is called a type, there 
must be a resemblance, either in form or spirit, to what it points to 
under the Gospel.

• It cannot be just any character, action, or institution occurring in the 
Old Testament Scripture, but only what has been ordained and 
designed by God to foreshadow and prepare for the better things of 
the Gospel. 
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Type and Antitype

• God “placed the Church under a course of training, which included 
instruction by types, or designed and fitting resemblances of what 
was to come” (Fairburn).

• Christ is the beginning and the end of God’s divine plan. “Before His 
coming into the world, all things of necessity pointed toward Him; 
types and prophecies bore testimony to the things that concerned His 
work and kingdom…with His coming, the grand reality itself came, 
and the higher purposes of Heaven entered on their fulfilment.” 

• God introduced types (preparatory training) before He introduced the 
Church to Christ.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Patrick Fairburn, The Typology of Scripture, p. 47.



Type and Antitype

• Antitype: “that which is shadowed forth or represented by the ‘type’ 
or symbol” (OED); corresponding to something that has gone before.

• “For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy
(antitype) of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us” (Heb. 9:24).

• “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
sea-monster; so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth” (Mt. 12:40). Jonah is a type of Christ.

• “And all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a 
spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ” (I Cor. 
10:4). Which is the type? (the rock). Antitype? (Christ).
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Shadows

• “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come 
and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year 
by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw 
near (Heb. 10:1,4).

• “Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there 
are those who offer the gifts according to the Law; who serve a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly things” (Heb. 8:4-5).

• “Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in 
respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day – things which 
are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to 
Christ” (Col. 2:16-17). 



Shadows

• Shadows point to realities.
• Shadows are obscure.
• Shadows are imperfect.
• Shadows are inferior.
• Shadows are dark.
• Shadows are resemblances.
• Shadows are to be “read.”

What do you see in the Old Covenant? 



Moses, Prophets, and Adam

• “Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony 
of those things which were to be spoken later” (Heb. 3:5).

• “And He [Jesus] said to them, ‘O foolish men and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for 
the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?’ And 
beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to 
them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Lk. 24:25-
27).

• “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those 
who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s offense, who is a type
of Him who was to come” (Rom. 5:14).



Old Testament Textual Support

• Protevangelium: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heal” (Gen. 3:15).

• John Frame: “God curses Satan, the serpent (Gen. 3:14-15), but at the 
end of this curse he indicates that Satan will be crushed by a child of 
Eve (vs. 15). Though labor and childbearing are to be painful, they will 
preserve the human race until the time when the special child of the 
woman will gain this victory and save his people….As Adam and Eve 
looked forward to that child, we look back upon him, Jesus Christ, 
who died for our sin, rose again, and ever lives to intercede for us.” 
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Old Testament Textual Support

• “And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him 
was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son” 
(Gen. 22:13).

• “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old…Then they 
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it….And when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when 
I strike the land of Egypt” (Ex. 12:5,7,13).



Three Strands of the Golden Cable

There are three ways to categorize the types of sacrifice:
1. Sacrifices that gave way to repentance. “These demonstrated the 

awareness of sin, transgression, iniquity, corruption, and guilt.” 
2. Sacrifices that gave expression to the truth of the atonement. “The 

concepts of substitution and expiation were dominant. The 
shedding of blood was an integral aspect.”

3. Sacrifices of consecration. These sacrifices “involved expression of 
gratitude, a memorial of what was done by Yahweh for sinners, the 
offering of self to Yahweh’s service, and the giving of gifts and 
offerings.” Crowning intent: to express honor and glory of Yahweh.
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Elements Used in Sacrifices

• Sacrifices expressing repentance and atonement: unblemished bulls, 
sheep, goats, or fowl.

• Oil, grain, fruit, cereal, and incense were the dominant elements for 
sacrifices of consecration.

• “The uniform witness of Biblical tradition saw the entire pattern of 
cultic sacrifice as divinely imposed through the agency of Moses” 
(R.K. Harrison).
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A Prayer of Confession

“I confess my transgressions at Thy footstool, O 
my God; and with the deepest contrition 

implore Thy pardon, confessing that I deserve 
the death which I inflict on this animal.”
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Old Testament Textual Support

• “There is no arbiter between us, who might lay his hand on us both. 
Let him take his rod away from me, and let not dread of him terrify 
me” (Job 9:33-34).

• “And I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall 
and stand in the breach before me for the land, that I should not 
destroy it, but I found none” (Ezek. 22:30).

• “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
stripes we are healed.” (Is. 53:4-5).



Christ the Mediator

“Biblical religion is irreducibly mediatorial 
in both testaments. There are clear 
analogies between the Hebrew and 
Christian conceptions of mediation, and the 
evangelical doctrine of Christ the mediator 
is not without deep Old Testament roots. 
From the very outset, the concept of Jesus 
as mediator stands on Old Testament 
ground and not over against it.”

Carl F.H. Henry
1913-2003



New Testament Textual Support

• “Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having 
been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the 
seed should come to whom the promise had been made. Now a 
mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one” (Gal. 
3:19-20).

• “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus” (I Tim. 2:5).

• “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as 
He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been 
enacted on better promises” (Heb. 8:6).



New Testament Textual Support

• “And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order 
that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those 
who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal 
inheritance” (Heb. 9:15).

• “…and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant and to the sprinkled 
blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel” (Heb. 12:24).

• “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, 
but through Me” (John 14:6).



New Testament Textual Support

• “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” 
(John 3:16).

• “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).

• “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).

• “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7).



New Testament Textual Support

• “When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3).

• “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (I John 4:10).



What Sacrifice Accomplishes

• Expiation: “…has reference to the guilt of sin. To expiate is to remove 
or cover the guilt of sin” (Smith).

• Propitiation: “…has reference to the wrath or displeasure of God. To 
propitiate is to satisfy the divine justice and thus to appease His 
wrath” (Smith).

• Reconciliation: “We are no longer enemies of God” (Frame).
• Redemption: “means literally ‘buying back’ something” (Frame). 

Jesus came to give his life as a ransom for many, “buying us back as 
God’s lost property.”
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Professor John Murray

“The atonement as a completed work of Christ must always 
be viewed in the light of the inter-Trinitarian economy of 
salvation. We cannot over-emphasize the importance of this 
orientation. For only thus can the atonement be placed in its 
proper context, its relationships properly constructed, the 
distinctive functions of the three persons of the Godhead 
understood and appreciated, the nature and design of the 
atonement rightly interpreted, and the continued heavenly 
ministry of Christ, on the basis of the atonement, duly prized.”
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Up, pious souls, arise and go,
Burning with pain, remorse and thanks,
With me to Golgotha and see
What happened here for your redemption.
There dies the Mediator between God
And sinners, the atoning death.

Naked, only clothed with wounds,
Soon He will hang here on the cross for you.
The merciless feed their eyes
Wantonly on His torment.
And He, who thee, O sinner, loves,
Is silent, suffers, endures and forgives.
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Up, pious souls, draw near the lamb,
Who freely gives Himself for you.
Behold Him on the tree of the cross.
See, hanging between murderers,
God’s Son gives His blood.
And you shed not a tear for Him in return?

They hear Him pray aloud to His father
To forgive even His enemies;
And soon He sacrifices His life
So that we may escape eternal death.
A spear pierces through His side,
And opens His heart to us still more.
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